MONTREAL   MELODY   MIXERS

Dear Dancers,

It’s that time of year again when we dust off our dancing shoes, open the clothes closet and pull out whatever we need to wear for dancing. It’s also the time to renew friendships and catch up on all that’s happened during the summer months.

On Monday evening, August 27th, the last night of our “Summer Dancing” schedule at the Chopin Hall in Lachine we took some time and got together with all the dancers present for a brief meeting. We opened discussion regarding the coming year and (as a group) mutually arrived at some decisions as to how to conduct classes and proceed with the Round Dance activity.

This year there will be a fresh, new format with the club and we’re looking forward to sharing it with you. It will bring dancers from all levels closer together and open opportunities for dancers who wish to learn more rhythms, dances and styling. Here’s how that can be accomplished.

1. We will not be collecting dancing fees every week. We will require the commitment of 10 weeks at $120 (or $60 for singles). This will actually be a saving for dancers and free up time for Bonnie & Gaby Lovrity in record-keeping. 
2. There will be an “Easy / Relaxed Level Class” beginning at 7:00 pm for dancers who just graduated and those who like to dance in a relaxed atmosphere. This will include Phase II & III and some easy Phase IV dancing with new teaches and reviews of popular dances at a new pace that everyone can enjoy.

3. At 8:30 pm the “Intermediate / Advanced Class” will begin and this will focus mainly on Phase IV and V dancing with some soft Phase VIs. The mix will include classics and new material also at an enjoyable pace.

4. By combining the classes on one evening, dancers can overlap both classes and mingle more. The experienced dancers can help as ‘Angels’ with the early class and the Easy Level dancers can watch and perhaps try their feet out at the later class, however, we do not expect to devote time and effort explaining and teaching figures that will otherwise bore and tire the Intermediate/Advanced Level dancers.

5. Starting on September 23rd this year we will have everyone on the floor on Sunday evenings and continue as we did last year and each level will receive one (1) new teach every month.

 
e.g. For 2 weeks we will teach a new dance to the Easy/Relaxed Level.


       Meanwhile the Intermediate/Advanced Class will be dancing only.


       Then the next 2 weeks the Intermediate/Advanced will learn a new 


       dance while the Easy/Relaxed Class will be dancing only.

      This practice will provide more dancing to the favorites of past seasons and

Also ease the pressure of always teaching/learning new dances.  
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6. Of course we’ll continue to hold the monthly “Party Dances” for all levels like Halloween, Pot Luck Supper, etc., See Dancing Schedule attached and always refer to our web site for the latest news.

7. We plan on including “Non-cued Amalgamations” of dance rhythms for the Ballroom. It will enable dancers to expose their skills at some other social affairs where cueing is not available.
8. Each week there will be a “Dance Program” that will list the dances, reviews, teaches and times (as there has been in the past). You will be able to pick up a pocket copy as you register for the evening. We will be adding another Dance Program that will list the dances for the following or next week so that dancers will be aware of up-coming rhythms and dances.

9. A new feature for the classes to participate in will be the List of the Dance Figures by rhythm supported by the Roundalab organization of dance leaders. This will be available for everyone to review and let us know which figures are troublesome. This knowledge will enable us to clinic the most-requested figures during the appropriate class, and thus help dancers master these figures.
10. We would like to have your updated personal information (if not otherwise known to us). That is – address, telephone numbers and now email addresses. Some names to keep in mind are Bonnie & Gaby Lovrity (Club Presidents) can be reached at 514 696-8576 and Augusta Aalders (Club Director to BBSRDA).
11.  Make use of our web site. It contains valuable information on the dancing calendar & schedules, latest changes and cue sheets. Also, there’s up-coming events, history of the club and links to other important website. It is being frequently updated and administered by Nelu & Miha Popescu.
In closing, the above doesn’t necessarily mean that we won’t be accepting new dancers. It means that we will not be going through the simple basics. It’ll allow us to place more emphasis upon dancing well and looking good on the floor.

So if you know of anyone who would like to dance, introduce them to us. If they require private tutoring, we’re willing to help them get up to the level of the class.

So get ready for a “Fun Year”!  See you on September 23rd.

Olga & Bill.

Please take note of our telephone number  450 451 4520

Always refer to the club website www.melodymixers.com 
